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NOTICE OF NEXT MEETING 


problems and be back with us soon. 


DATE: Thursday, March 1, 1990 

TIME: Doors open at 7 p.m. Meeting starts 

at 7:30 sharp! 

PLACE: Richmond Elementary School 

(Main entrance, turn right, 
upstairs, north wing) 

2780 Richmond Road. 

Parking is available on site or on the North side of 
Townley St. Please note that we must be out by 10 
p.m. 

(Meetings are held the first Thursday of every 
month from September through to June.) 

MEETING FORMAT: 

- Group Business 

- Questions & Answers/Open Discussion 

- Main Theme: AppleWorks Word Processor 

- Special Interest Groups (SIGs) 

Syd Langhelt will conduct a hands-on 
demonstration of the AppleWorks Word Processor. 

Norm MacLeod has informed your Executive that 
he will be unable to carry on as President due to 
family and business pressures. Your Executive is 
therefore calling for a volunteer to fill the vacancy. 
Is anyone out there willing to take the job for the 
remainder of the year? Let us know at the next 
meeting. We all hope that Norm will reolve his 


EXECUTIVE BRUNCH 

On Sunday, February 4, 1990, the Apples Victoria 
executive met for their annual brunch at the Laurel 
Point Inn, and thoroughly enjoyed themselves! 
Thanks to all members. The post-brunch meeting 
convened at Gary Peterman's nearby office. The 
issues discussed included: 

- A letter should be written to Apple Canada 
expressing our concern about their faltering User 
Group Connection service. A copy should go to Gary 
Little. 

- Our poster that was used to advertise our group in 
the local stores needs upgrading. To cut down on 
copying cost we should use the full page poster for 
display only and design a business card sized 
handout. 

- We should write Apples BC User Group for ideas 
and help with our proposed non-profit bylaws. 

- We need to clearly define our group's purpose as a 
requirement of the Societies Act. 

- Should we keep our present name of Apples 
Victoria? Most said yes. 

- To make better use of our time at meetings, we need 
a more structured meeting format, and stick to it! 

- Projects to earn a bit of money to balance our budget 
could include buying bulk quantities of disks and 
printer ribbons for resale. 

- Plans for the upcoming meeting include a formal 
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lesson in AppleWorks Word Processing basics led by 
Syd, with hands-on group participation. Other ideas 
included INET, and a Tudor Tech demo. 

NOTES FROM THE FEBRUARY MEETING 

Norm opened the meeting by stating that, although 
Apple II computer may no longer be at the leading 
edge of technology, you can still do a lot with Apple 
IIs. New software and new peripherals are still being 
developed for the Apple IIs, the latest being a CD 
ROM player for about $1500. One CD (laser disk) can 
hold the same information as 40 boxes of 5 1/4" floppy 
disks. They are more durable and are resistant to 
magnets. Their large capacity is ideal for storing 
large databases of information such as dictionaries 
and encyclopedias, as well as graphics and sound 
files. Although The Apple II CD players cannot yet 
write information to the laser disks (they're read 
only), more commercially available disks are 
becoming available. 


One of the purposes of our 
group should be to 
encourage and promote the 
use of Apple II's in the 
community. 

Miniscribe hard drives 
are no longer available as 
the manufacturer has 
declared bankruptcy. 
There have been a 
growing number of 
lawsuits filed against 
them since . 

they started the practice of 
shipping used and 
defective drives as well as 
bricks in place of new 
drives! 


MURPHY'S LAW 



Ron reported that he was 

adding 4 new disks to the library this month 
including the newest version of Shrink It (a file 
compressing utility), an AppleWorks footnote system 
using macros, AppleWorks internals files, and George 
Sherwood's updated 1990 AW Tax Template. George 
has fixed a bug he found, and is incorporating the 
more comprehensive features found in the T1 special 
tax form. Revenue Canada is 

still experimenting with the electronic filing of tax 
returns, so don't count on your AW file being accepted 
in place of your paper form. But it should make your 
job a lot easier anyway. 


We continue to receive a number of newsletters from 
other user groups in the mail every month. They 
are on display at meetings for anyone to read and are 
then put in binders in our book library, and can be 
signed out if desired. This past month we also 
received a notice about "Connections '90", a 
conference for user groups being held in Toronto the 
weekend of March 23, 1990. The main purpose of the 
conference seems to be, once again, to "discuss the 
structure and constitution for a Canadian National 
Users Group (CAUG)". Anyone wishing to attend 
should get the form soon from Claudia. In the event 
we couldn't attend, they sent us a questionnaire, 
which we will complete at the next executive 
meeting. Also in the mail was a letter from 
MUGNS (Macintosh Users Group of Nova Scotia), 
taking exception to the as-yet unofficial CAUG 
"Steering Committee" making statements to Apple 
Canada on behalf of all User Groups in Canada 
with out proper representation and authority. We’ll 

keep you informed of 
further "political" 
developments! Lastly, 
we received a request 
from the Greater 
Victoria Regional 
Library to update the 
information 
concerning our group 
in their Societies 
file. 

A discussion on our 
decision to become a 
non-profit society 
brought out concern 
by some that we 
would be required to 
have a yearly audit, 
which is quite an 
expensive 

undertaking. Several 
members who are 
active in other non-profit groups assured us that an 
audit had never been required of those groups during 
their times of involvement. It would appear that the 
Societies Act (of which Gary has a copy) has an 
audit clause in it, probably as a safeguard. 

Norm continues to receive phone enquiries for used 
equipment and software. Someone wanting a 
program for checking or aligning joysticks can find 
one in our public domain library. Anyone having 
an older version of Copy II+, or a ProDOS version 
of AppleWriter II should contact Norm. 


A computer’s efficiency decreases as the 
urgency ot retrieval increases. 


The book library added 8 used books to its list this 
month including some on AppleWorks and on BASIC 
programming. The video from Apple's User Group 
Connection on Applefest Oct/ 89 is also available for 
members to borrow. On order from NAUG is a book 
on AppleWorks macros, and some AW tutorials on 
cassette tape and disk. 


Norm had contacted BC Tel to line up an INET 
demonstration for a future meeting. This 
information service has access to approximately 160 
databases and bulletin boards around the world. 
Before setting a date, we will need to narrow down 
our areas of interest. Also, it may be difficult to 
have an on-line demonstration as there is no phone 
jack in the school's computer lab. The feasibility of 


2 










if 


running long cables to the nearest jack downstairs 
needs to be investigated further. 

Norm's proposed BBS is still in the planning stages, 
although he now has a new “isd* line installed to 
his house. This service will cost him $43/month, 
but provides a better line for data transfer. 

Demos 

The main theme for the meeting was games. Pam 
had brought along Tetris and Shanghai for people to 
try and Norm also provided some other games 
including World Games and Bard's Tale. Everyone 
seemed to enjoy the chance to just play and enjoy 
some different software. 

In one corner Norm had an introduction to the Ilgs 
environment, explaining many of the differences 
between the lie/c and the Ilgs. Unless you are 
already familiar with the Macintosh system which 
has been adapted for the Ilgs, the look and operation 
of the graphic "desktop" screen needs some 
explanation. The Ilgs is actually a hybrid 
machine. It contains an entire Apple lie computer 
in a single chip inside on its main (mother) board. 
If you want to operate it like a lie, just put your 
bootable disk in the drive and turn the computer on 
(or soft boot by pressing Open Apple/Control/Reset). 
Your program should run as it would on a lie. 

The Ilgs is also capable of running at a faster speed 
using its built-in 16-bit processor, not to mention 
its improved graphics and sound capabilities (for 
which it got its name!). Programs are now available 
that will run only in this "gs mode". Apple has 
written a new system file to provide an easier, 
graphic interface for the user. Instead of typing a 
command at the Applesoft prompt ] to catalog a disk 
or run a program if the disk wouldn't boot, you can 
now use your mouse to select a picture icon 
displayed on your "desktop" screen. The icon might 
represent your disk, which can be "opened" by “double 
clicking" on it (move the mouse pointer over the icon 
and click the mouse twice). A "window" appears on 
screen overlaying the desktop, and inside are icons 
represent all the programs, files and subdirectories 
on that disk. If you don't like this "picture catalog", 
you can choose to have the files listed by name 
instead. 

To "launch” or "run" a program, simply double click 
on it. File icons are usually shaped like a piece of 
paper with its upper-right corner turned down. 
Subdirectory icons are shown as file folders, and 
are commonly called simply "folders”. These folders 
can be opened (by double clicking) to display all the 
files in them. It's a lot easier than remembering 
full pathnames as in ProDOS! 

A menu bar across the top gives you access to other 
system and file functions such as erasing disks, 
creating new folders, restarting or shutting down 
your system and setting up your printer options. To 


open a menu you click and drag downwards until you 
have highlighted the desired option, at which time 
you release the mouse button. Some options have 
short-cut key command such as Open Apple-Q for quit. 

All icons and windows can be moved around the 
desktop by "click and dragging" it to its new location. 
Windows can also be easily resized. You can copy a 
file or a whole disk simply by dragging its icon on 
top of the destination icon and releasing the mouse 
button. Reorganize a cluttered disk by creating a new 
folder (file menu option) then dragging all files for 
one project or one application onto that folder. The 
system does the rest. 

This system, of course, does not come built-in, but 
must be loaded into memory from a disk, just as you 
must load ProDOS or DOS 3.3 into the Apple Ile/c 
before you can run a program (if the disk is "bootable’*, 
it will automatically do this for you). The Ilgs 
system (GS/OS) is more than a disk operating system 
(DOS), though. The program that creates the graphic 
desktop and pull-down menus, and allows you to 
manipulate files through the use of icons, is called 
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the Finder. A special "Apple" menu has been built in, 
which can be customized to display all the names of 
"desk accessories" available on your disk. 


Desk accessories are usually small, self-contained 
programs that you can run from within another 
application, interrupting it until you exit the desk 
accessory. Common desk accessories are note pads, 
calendars, clocks, calculators and even games. You 
can also customize your GS system by installing 
different or new fonts for a greater variety of 
typefaces. A very special desk accessory is called the 
Control Panel, which allows you to fine tune your 
system even further: reset your system clock, change 
the tone of the beep, alter the flash rate of the cursor 
or the response rate of the mouse, or select the 
appropriate printer driver. You can even select the 
system speed (normal = 1 mHz like the Apple Ile/c or 
fast). Some games need to be run on “normal" speed if 
you ever want to win! 

All these extra features take extra memory, and with 
some of the more powerful programs on the market 
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you can easily require 2 megabytes of RAM, not to 
mention extra disk drives to avoid constant disk 
swapping. Hard drives are now less of a luxury than 
a necessity, as they really cut down on disk access 
time. 

MINUTES FROM THE EXECUTIVE 

MEETING - February 15. 1990 

Executive members present: Dave Barlow, Syd 
Langhelt, Bill Weldon, Claudia Boorman, Pam 
Richardson, Robin Farquhar, Ron Dyck. 

1. Norm announced that he is resigning as President 
due to family and business pressures. Dave Barlow 
has volunteered to take on the duties of Membership as 
well as his Treasurer post. We will have to find a 
volunteer from our membership to fill the President's 
post. Best wishes for a speedy resolution Norm! 

2. Old Business : a) Letter to Apple Canada - Robin 
presented a draft letter, the finished version will be 
sent out soon by Claudia. 

b) Letter to Apples B.C. regarding bylaws 
for non profit society. Claudia reported that this has 
been sent. 

c) Non Profit Society - Gary Peterman 
was not present, so this item was deferred. 

d) Our file with the Greater Victoria 
Public Library database has been updated. 

e) User Group Opinion Survey from 
C.A.U.G: after discussion, it was decided that we 
would send in our survey shortly. 

f) Revamping information poster and 
calling cards: work on these is in progress; they will 
probably be produced in a smaller format than 
previously. When completed, they are headed for the 
local Apple dealers, to use as promotion for our 
group. 

2. New Business: 

Our next club meeting was discussed, with regards to 
topic content and format. The next executive meeting 
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is tentatively scheduled for the same location 
(Pandora McDonald's) at 7.30 p.m. on March 15th). 

MEMBERSHIP 

Welcome to our newest member 
Pamela Westmacott 477-3941 

WANTED 

Jim and Doreen Geddes are looking for a copy of 
PFS Write for the lie. Would anyone who has a 
copy for sale or knows where to get one please call 
them at 721-1267. They also have a copy of 
AppleWriter II (DOS 3.3) for sale or trade. 

BITS 'N PIECES 

Advantage Computers has moved down and across 
the street beside the Pacific Coast Savings on 
Broughton. 

Publish It! 3 has now been released, but won't be 
ready for shipping until some time in March, 
according to TimeWorks. Upgrades will be 
available by calling TimeWorks at 1-708-948-9202 or 
FAX: 1-708-948-7626, or by enclosing the title page 
from the Publish It! manual and US$33.65 and 
mailing them to TimeWorks, 444 Lake Cook Rd., 
Deerfield, IL 60015-4919, U.S.A. 

Some of the new features are as follows: 

- Creates and prints colour documents 

- Compatible with AppleWorks 3.0 

• Imports super hires graphics 

- PrintShop IIGS & Newsroom graphics support 

• Custom guides 

- Cut, copy and paste groups 

- Increased PostScript support 

The February issue of inCider has an article 
comparing several desktop publishing programs, 
while the March issue explores HyperStudio. 

The March issue of Nibble contains a review of 5 
file manager programs : ProSel-16 Ver.8.1, 
HyperLaunch 3.0, JumpStart 2.5, EasyDrive 1.6a, 
and FroSel-8 Ver.4.0. The first three are only for 
the IIGS, while the other two work with other II’s 
as well. The overall impression is that FroSel-16 
has the most features. 

Also in this issue, Sandy Mossberg's Disassembly 
Lines delves into GS/OS 5.0. 

DISH LIBRARY UPDATE - Ron Dyck 

Four new disks were added to the disk library at the 
February meeting. 

125 AW .FOOTNOTE. SYSTEM - A set of 
macros for doing footnotes in AppleWorks. Requires 
TimeOut UltraMacros or AutoWorks 
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covering Volume I (August '86) to the present Volume 
V (Feb 90). Are there any back issues ($3.50 ea.) that 
the club should order? Should we order the Electronic 
Index Disk ($6.003 for our library? 

Apples B-C-News 

BeaaleDraw (formerly TopDraw) and BeagleWrite 
(formerly MultiScribe) are reviewed on page 8 in the 
January issue. BeagleWrite is considered as "...an 
excellent program for anyone who has an 128K Apple 
II". 

TimeQut TeleComm (Beagle Bros, US$69.95) is 
surveyed on page 6. The reviewers mentioned the 
positive features of this program that operates within 
AppleWorks but had to warn us that there are many 
problems concluding that "TeleCom needs to go back to 
Beagle for some work." 


Telephone: (604) 380-9988 Richard Catinus 

300-703 Broughton Street 
Victoria, BC 
V8W1E2 
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— 

The February edition covers BeagleWrite GS (page 5) 
and concludes “...that I would recommend this word 
processor over all the others that I have tried 
(including AppleWorks GS, GraphicWriter GS, Word 
Perfect, DeluxeWrite or Medley)...". 

Its great fun to read the review on that oldie but 
goodie program, Pacemaker (Silicon Express $26.95). 
This classic 64K Apple II educational program is fun 
for all ages. (I’ll bring my older version copy to the 
March meeting...Syd) 

Redina Apple // Group 



PRQSEL (Glen Bredon US$40.00) receives an 
extensive review in Regina’s January ’90 Newsletter. 
The many features of this program are discussed 
ending with "Go ahead and cough up the $40. You'll be 
glad you did." 

APPLE 8-A.U.C.E (Saskatoon! 

JUMPSTART 2.1 ($25 Shareware by David Hill) is 
given a comprehensive review by Derick Browne in 
the February issue (reprinted from News for Apple 
IIs). This software appears to be a good replacement 
for the Finder in the IIGS. It has several advantages 
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over the Finder, the only disadvantage (for some Word Search Puzzle 

users, perhaps) is that it doesn't use icons. 


CREDIT DEPARTMENT 

APPLES VICTORIA is an independent publication 
not affiliated or otherwise associated with or 
sponsored or sanctioned by Apple Computer, Inc. or 
Apple Canada Inc. The opinions, statements, 
positions, and views stated herein are solely those of 
the authors) or publisher and are not intended to be 
the opinions, statements, positions or views of Apple 
Computer, Inc. or Apple Canada Inc. Apple II, II+, 
lie, IIc+, He, Ilgs and Macintosh are registered 
trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. AppleWorks and 
AppleWorks GS are registered trademarks of Claris 
Corporation. 

Many thanks to Claudia, Pam, Ron, and Syd for their 
contributions to this newsletter. 
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Find the HIDDEN words above 


1 . 

APPLE II 

11. 

MEGABYTE 

1 

APPLESOFT BASIC 

11 

MICRO PROCESSOR 

3. 

APPLICATION SOFTWARE 

11 

NIBBLE 

4. 

ASSEMBLER 

14. 

PERSONAL COMPUTOR 

5. 

COM1DNICATIONS 

15. 

PRODOS 

6 . 

CPU 

16. 

PROGRAMING 

7. 

DATABASE 

17. 

SPREADSHEET 

a 

FLOPPY DISKS 

ia 

RAM DISK 

9. 

GAMES 

19. 

STEVE WOZNIAK 

10 . 

HARD DRIVE 

20. 

WORD PROCESSOR 
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